
Stepping Up to A Level Spanish 
This booklet is designed to help you to make the transition from GCSE Spanish to A Level. Please do not feel that you 
have to complete everything all at once – focus on what you are most unsure of first. You can email Miss Wynn 
(ewy) with any questions and please send things to mark and get feedback on. 
 
What to watch 
As part of your A Level course, you will be required to study at least one film from the Spanish- speaking world. To 
prepare for this, you could watch any of the following, by the same director (Pedro Almodóvar) as you will be 
studying (I will leave it for you to translate the titles into English): 

➢ Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios (12) 
➢ Todo sobre mi madre (15) 
➢ Hable con ella (15) 
➢ La mala educación (15) 

If it is tricky to find any of these online, Netflix has a good selection of Spanish- speaking films if you are able to 
access it.  
 
Throughout your course you will have to make references to culture and events in the Spanish speaking world, so it’s 
handy to keep up to date with news events: 
➢ Go to www.rtve.es/Noticias and then click on Telediario en 4 to watch four minute version of the news. 

Alternatively you can watch the entire news show which lasts 50 minutes 
 
You can also access the TV using:  
➢ Your own TV. If you get Euronews, you can put it into Spanish by pressing the red button  
➢ Look at http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html. This website gives you access to the TV stations 

that are streaming TV including http://www.canalsur.es/portada-2808.html  
➢ Another TV station is http://www.antena3.com/ . This gives you access to Spanish TV shows 
➢ BBC Website www.bbc.co.uk/education. Select England GCSE and scroll down until you find Modern Foreign 

Languages. Behind both the Speaking and Listening tabs there are some videos to watch that only last a few 
minutes and they are a great way to practise your listening skills. 

What to read 
➢ Read a Spanish newspaper online: http://www.elpais.com. You do not have to read the paper cover to cover, 

just scan the headlines and pick out ONE article that grabs your attention. Look at the www.bbc.com/mundo 
for BBC reporting in Spanish.  

Sign up to Twitter for authentic text that you can quickly flick through. Some ideas are:  
➢ @Spain - The official Twitter for tourism in Spain  
➢ @LaFraseDelDia_ - Más que palabras. A Spanish site which tweets inspirational sayings for each day. 
➢ @spanishlanguage – Official Twitter account for Transparent Language Spanish. Learn the language with free 

resources, social media, and research-based software that works. Tweets expressions, phrases, words and 
articles in Spanish.  

➢ @spanishaddicts – El español de la calle (typical spoken spanish). Spanish phrases, vocab, articles and more. 
➢ @spanishxxx2 – Free Spanish Sentences Vocabulary Pronunciation Grammar Tests. Tweets vocab, articles, 

and quizzes.  
➢ @SpanishDict - Learn Spanish on the web. Tweets a random Spanish word frequently with the translation.  

 
Don’t look up every word you are not sure of when reading an article/ book. Skim and scan the text to get the gist. 
Remember to use the context or the article, cognates and common sense to figure out what the article is saying. Pick 
out a couple of words that you like the look of, that you feel may be real hurdles to getting the idea of the text, look 
them up carefully and add them to your vocab booklet. The aim at this stage is to get the gist of the article, not be 
able to translate it completely. 

 
Write a summary in Spanish of any written/ video article that grabs your attention and make a note of the date 
and website link as this will be very useful for your speaking exam at the end of the course. 

 

http://www.elpais.com/


 

 

Grammar – tense recap 

Make sure you know the following tenses off-by- heart, including irregulars. 
Present tense 

Remove ending for each person and 
add.. 

Regular –AR verbs Regular –ER verbs Regular –IR verbs 

Yo o o o 

Tú as es es 

Él/ ella a e e 

Nosotros amos emos  imos 

Vosotros áis éis ís 

Ellos/ ellas an en en 

Common irregulars – fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb.  

 Ir 
To go 

Ser 
To be 

Estar 
To be 

Hacer 
To do/make 

Tener  
To have 

Poder  
To be able to 

Querer 
To want 

Yo        

Tú        

Él/ ella        

Nosotros        

Vosotros        

Ellos/ ellas        

 

 Conocer 
To know 
(someone) 

Dar 
To give 

Salir 
To go out 

Traer 
To bring 

Poner 
To put 

Saber 
To know 
(something) 

Ver  
To watch 

Yo        

Tú        

Él/ ella        

Nosotros        

Vosotros        

Ellos/ ellas        

Translate the following sentences: 
1) My best friend is almost 16 years old. When she is older, she wants to be a doctor because she knows a lot 

about medicine and the human body…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2) My parents often go out with their friends who are all funny but they annoy me a bit. Once a week they do 
cycling or they go to a football match…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3) We usually visit my grandparents in the Easter holidays because they live in the south- east of Spain in a 
small, pretty region. There are lots of things to do and my brother really likes the sea because he can surf 
really well. When my grandparents visit England, they always bring with them tasty chocolates from Spain 
and I give a bit to my school friends ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
.,………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The following verbs are also irregular. Make sure you know how they are conjugated 

soler pensar preferir haber pedir 

volver jugar decir empezar llover 

cerrar costar venir mover doler 

 



 
 
 
 
Preterite tense – completed actions in the past 

Remove ending for each person and 
add.. 

Regular –AR verbs Regular –ER verbs Regular –IR verbs 

Yo é í í 

Tú aste iste iste 

Él/ ella ó ió ió 

Nosotros amos imos imos 

Vosotros asteis isteis isteis 

Ellos/ ellas aron ieron ieron 

Some verbs are regular in the preterite apart from the ‘yo’ form – this is to keep pronunciation consistent: 
➢ Sacar → saqué 
➢ Cruzar → crucé 
➢ Tocar → toqué 
➢ Emepzar → empecé 
➢ Jugar → jugué 
➢ Llegar → llegué 

Here is a list of verbs that also have a stem change in the preterite tense. How are they conjugated? 

dormir morir pedir 

pedir *reírse *vestirse 

 
How are the following irregular verbs conjugated in the preterite tense? 

 Ir 
To go 

Ser 
To be 

Estar 
To be 

Hacer 
To do/make 

Tener  
To have 

Poder  
To be able to 

Yo       

Tú       

Él/ ella       

Nosotros       

Vosotros       

Ellos/ ellas       

 

 Poner 
To put 

Venir 
To come 

Andar 
To walk 

Querer  
To want 

Decir  
To say 

Traer 
To bring 

Yo       

Tú       

Él/ ella       

Nosotros       

Vosotros       

Ellos/ ellas       

 
Write a list of time markers that can be used with the preterite tense. 
 
 
 
 
How do you say “two years ago”? 

 

 

 



Imperfect tense 
➢ Used to describe something in the past 
➢ To say what someone was doing or what was happening 
➢ To say what someone used to do or what things used to be like 
➢ Ongoing actions 

Learn the following endings and exceptions off by heart 

Remove ending for each person and 
add.. 

Regular –AR verbs Regular –ER verbs Regular –IR verbs 

Yo aba ía ía 

Tú abas ías ías 

Él/ ella aba ía ía 

Nosotros ábamos íamos íamos 

Vosotros abais íais íais 

Ellos/ ellas aban ían ían 

There are only 3 exceptions in this tense: 

 ser ir ver 

Yo era iba veía 

Tú eras ibas veías 

Él/ ella era iba veía 

Nosotros éramos íbamos veíamos 

Vosotros erais ibais veíais 

Ellos/ ellas eran iban veían 

Choose preterite or imperfect to complete each sentence 
1) Cuando fue/era pequeña, Alicia vivió/vivía en Perú. 
2) Mientras vimos/ veíamos la televisión, me llamó/ llamaba mi madre. 
3) Jugaron/ jugaban al fútbol todos los fines de semana cuando fueron/ eran joven. 
4) Cuando vosotros estuvisteis/ estabais de vacaciones, ¿hizo/ hacía sol cada día? 

Translate the paragraph into Spanish. Be careful when using past tense – you must decide whether the verb 
should be in preterite or imperfect. 
Last year, my friends and I went on holiday to Greece. The five star hotel where I was staying had a fantastic 
restaurant and the waiters were so nice – they worked very quickly and most were polite. There were also pretty 
gardens where I used to read a magazine every morning. Although one day it rained so I stayed in my room. My 
parents would like to return next year. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Translate each sentence into Spanish. Be careful when using past tense – you must decide whether the verb 
should be in preterite or imperfect. 

1) She was reading a magazine in the lounge when her brother came in with his friends……………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2) The woman was quite tall and had blue eyes. She used to ride a horse until it died………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3) There wasn’t a lot of space on the campsite, so we decided to stay in a hotel instead……………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4) We watched the football match and my sister was crying because our team didn’t win……………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5) Did you all used to work together? Who started to work there first?................................................................. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

6) I arrived late because there was lots of traffic……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7) I’m sorry, when I received your message, I was doing my homework so I couldn’t talk…………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



8) I was really happy because my mum won some money on the lottery…………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9) I was so hungry so I ate a ham and cheese sandwich………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

10) I used to wake up early every day until I moved to university…………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

11) Seven and a half years ago, when I was in Madrid, I lost my passport in the art museum ………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
Future Tense – saying what will happen 

Keep the stem and add All regular verbs 

Yo é 

Tú ás 

Él/ ella á 

Nosotros emos 

Vosotros éis 

Ellos/ ellas án 

 
For example: 
➢ I will eat → comeré 
➢ They will go → irán 
➢ We will be → seremos 

Some verbs have irregular stems in the future tense. Which verbs do these future tense stems come from? 
Complete all parts of the table. 

Verb  Meaning  Future tense stem Used in a sentence 

poner put pondr- Pondré la mesa a las cinco antes de comer. 

  dir-  

  sabr-  

  vendr-  

  querr-  

  saldr-  

  har-  

  tendr-  

  podr-  

 
Conditional tense – saying what would happen 

Keep the stem and add All regular verbs 

Yo ía 

Tú ías 

Él/ ella ía 

Nosotros íamos 

Vosotros íais 

Ellos/ ellas ían 

For example: 
➢ I would be a teacher → sería profesor 
➢ She would go to France → iría a Francia 

The irregulars in this tense work the same as the future tense. The same verbs as above have the same irregular 
stem, but we add the conditional tense endings from the table. For example, I would put: → pondría, not ponería 
 
Change the following paragraph from future tense to conditional and then translate 
El tren llegará a las cinco por la tarde en Madrid. Mis amigos y yo iremos inmediatamente a la casa de mi primo 
porque vive cerca de la estación. Mi amigo pondrá la mesa porque cenaremos (mi primo puede coninar bien). Yo 
tomaré el bistec pero mi amigo, Carolina, no querrá comer carne porque es vegetariana, por eso comerá la ensalada. 
Después de cenar, tendremos la intención de ir al cine. Veremos algo con acción si podemos y volveremos a la casa 
de mi primo a las diez. 



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
The perfect and past perfect tense – used to describe what has or had happened 
Both tenses are formed by using the verb haber and the past participle 

Perfect tense Past perfect tense 

Haber  To have Haber  To have 

He I have Había I had 

Has You (sing) have Habías You (sing) had 

Ha He/ she/ it has Había He/ she/ it had 

Hemos We have  Habíamos We had 

Habéis You (pl) have Habíais You (pl) had 

Han  They have Habían  They had 

The past participle is formed as follows: 
-ar verbs: remove the –ar and add –ado 
Trabajar → trabaj→ trabajado               He trabajado – I have worked              Había trabajado – I had worked 
-er/ir verbs: remove the –er/ir and add –ido 
comer → com→ comido                           He comido– I have eaten                       Había comido– I had eaten 
Common irregular past participles  

Infinitive  Past participle Infinitive  Past participle  

escribir escrito poner puesto 

ver visto decir dicho 

hacer hecho romper roto 

volver vuelto morir muerto 

leer leeído traer traído 

Translate into Spanish – make sure you know when to use the perfect and past perfect 
1) My friends have watched the new Leonardo Di Caprio film…………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2) Carolina has returned from her school trip……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
3) Had you bought a present for your mum? …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
4) They went to the market because they had visited the town before. I have never been………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

5) I am sad because my fish has died and yesterday my parents were sad because fish had died too ………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Ser and estar – both mean to be 
Complete the table below – how are they formed? 

To be ser To be Estar  

I am  soy  I am  

You (sing) are   You (sing) are 

He/ she/ it is   He/ she/ it is 

Weare   Weare 

You (pl) are   You (pl) are 

They are   They are 



When are they used? Complete the table below 

Use  Ser or estar? 

Description of a person or thing  

Position – of a place, person or thing  

Location – of a place, person or thing  

Origin – to say where someone is from  

Characteristics – to say what someone is like, or what something is always like  

Action – to say what someone else is doing  

To say what time it is  

Condition – to say what state someone is in, temporarily   

To say what someone’s occupation or religion is  

Emotion – to say how someone is feeling temporarily   

Relationships – to say how people are related  

 
Vocabulary 
There is a lot of vocabulary already on Quizlet for you at https://quizlet.com/class/3083333/ which covers the first 
year of the course. If you would like more, please email Miss Wynn for the next link. 
 
Research based tasks 
If you have access to the internet, there are a number of areas you can research in order to prepare yourself for the 
next two years: 
Pedro Almódovar 

➢ Who is he? 
➢ Give some examples of his works 
➢ What are common themes of his works?  
➢ How has his life/background influence his works? 

La movida madrileña 
➢ What was it and when did it occur? 
➢ How has this influenced Spanish cinema and literature? (In particular reference Almodóvar) 
➢ What events led to this movement? 

Grammar – the imperative 
➢ When is it used? 
➢ How is it formed? 
➢ Give examples of commonly used irregulars 

Grammar – por and para 
➢ What is the difference in their use? 
➢ Give some examples 

Grammar – the subjunctive 
➢ When is it used? 
➢ How is it formed? 
➢ Give examples of commonly used irregulars 

Speaking exam research – look at a particular area of interest for each bullet point in the Spanish speaking world 
➢ A historical event 
➢ A fiesta/ public holiday – origins, traditions, impact on culture and tourism 
➢ A public figure – current or historical 
➢ A region or town from a Spanish speaking country 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://quizlet.com/class/3083333/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 


