
Stepping up to A-Level French 

 

What is transition work?  
Transition work is independent learning to consolidate what you already know 

and begin to accumulate new knowledge in preparation for the A-level course. 

The main aim is to keep practising your language regularly – little and often is 

the key. This way, it won’t feel like such a big step up in September. 

What does independent learning look like?  
There are huge amounts of resources available to you in order to keep your 

language going, many of which will be referenced here. As well as preparing you 

for the A-level, independent learning is a major opportunity to further explore 

the French language through a range of activities tailored to your own interests. 

Where should I start?  
This document contains a range of different suggestions of activities to 
complete independently as well as some grammar activities and research tasks 
to give you some background knowledge to some of the topics on the A-level 
course.  
Remember that A-level builds on what you already know from GCSE -the French 

language is still the same so you can use all of your work from KS4 to help you! 

Things to do and watch…  
TELEVISION  

• If you have Netflix or Amazon Prime, try searching for “French language films” 
or “French language TV”. Many English language films/programmes also have 
a French audio or subtitle option  

• http://www.tv5monde.com   watch this channel to gain access to the latest 
episodes of all of their TV shows. They also have a French language learning 
section at http://apprendre.tv5monde.com where you can watch clips and 
answer comprehension questions on what you have seen with accompanying 
grammar exercises.  

• https://www.tf1.fr/programmes-tv You need an account to watch videos from 
this channel, but signing up is free and just requires an email address and a 
French postcode (try 44400 for the postcode). You can then access a variety of 
series on their ‘Replay’ section.  
 

http://www.tv5monde.com/
https://www.tf1.fr/programmes-tv


• https://www.6play.fr/ This is another popular French TV channel. This is also 
available as an app to download (6play). Not all programmes are available 
outside of France but there is still a good selection of things to watch.  

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/tv/  the BBC website has some useful 
links to French TV programmes online as well as tips for how to get the most 
out of it.  

 

FILM  
As well as those available with subscriptions like Netflix, there are also a range of 
French films available to rent, buy or view for free on YouTube, or of course you can 
order a DVD online. Here are some film suggestions you may like to try:  
o La Haine  

o La Vie en Rose  

o Intouchables  

o Amélie  

o Les Choristes  

o Les 400 coups  

o Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis  

o Au Revoir les Enfants  

 
INTERNET 
There are a plenty of useful websites you can use to help you with your French: 
 

• www.lyricstraining.com  Use this website to listen to French music while 
improving your listening skills. Listen to a song with the accompanying 
YouTube video and fill in the missing words in the lyrics underneath. There are 
4 difficulty levels and two settings – multiple choice mode or typing mode.  

• https://www.frenchtoday.com/ if you look in the “free lessons” tab at the top 
of the page, you will see plenty of grammatical and linguistic activities that 
you can do. 

• http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/advanced/year12.html  The Language Skills 
website is free after 4pm and has a great section dedicated to A-level learners 
with videos, grammar, vocabulary and lots more  

• www.memrise.com  – invaluable for learning French vocabulary. The site is 
designed in such a way that if you stick with it and use it regularly, reviewing 
past vocabulary items as well as learning new vocabulary, it automatically 
sticks in your long-term memory  

• http://wikipedia.fr/  Use the French version of Wikipedia when researching 
topics. It makes picking up the vocabulary much easier! Bear in mind though 
that anybody can edit Wikipedia so don’t take everything you read as fact! Still 
a good starting point though.  

https://www.6play.fr/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/tv/
http://www.lyricstraining.com/
https://www.frenchtoday.com/
http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/advanced/year12.html
http://www.memrise.com/
http://wikipedia.fr/


• www.wordreference.com  a really useful online dictionary. Don’t forget to use 
the conjugate tool for online verb tables too!  
 

ADDITIONAL TASKS  
In Year 13, you will be asked to conduct an Individual Research Project where you 
will research a topic of your own choosing relating to a French-speaking country and 
present your research as part of your speaking exam. The following tasks will enable 
you to develop your research skills in preparation for this as well as give you a range 
of topics you may be interested in researching further at a later date.  

• Research the different regions of France. How is the culture or geography 
different between the different regions? Choose one region to focus on in 
more detail and find out about the typical customs, traditions, festivals, foods 
etc. from this region.  

 

• Research the wider French-speaking world. How many countries in the world 
speak French? Choose a country other than France to research in more detail. 
Find out about the history, music, politics and general culture. How is it 
different from France?  

 

• Research a time in France’s history that you don’t know much about. Do you 
know why the following dates are significant for France?  
1789  
25th August 1944  
May 1968  

              7th January 2015  
  

 

http://www.wordreference.com/

