
Stepping up to A Level 
Art

Workshop Preparation



The workshops and the work you produce will 
be based around the title ‘Dreams & 

Nightmares’. You can approach this title in any 
manner, and it doesn’t have to be literal. It can 
be anything you dream of doing or like, as well 
as anything you perceive to be a ‘nightmare’.



1) Create a detailed mind map giving all 
possibilities that you could base your work on. 
Give thoughts to both dreams and nightmares. 
Remember the things you list will inform your 
work. 

We will do this now! 

Tasks so you are prepared for the workshops…



Photo shoots using face painting or make up. 



Shadows 



Photo Shoot 
Examples

Facial Expressions



Body Parts 



2) Write a list of 4 different photo shoots you will be 
able to take for summer homework and use the first 
week of A level. 

The planning will help a lot as you will be taking these 
photo shoots and these images will inform your future 
work. Also, list any props (e.g. face make up) you might 
need or where these photo shoots will be taken.

Again, we will plan this now so you know what you are 
doing!

Tasks so you are prepared for the workshops…



3) Taking good photos.

I will now demonstrate how to take photos so that you 
consider angles, perspectives, cropped images and 
compositions.

We will this now so you know what you are doing!

Tasks so you are prepared for the workshops…



Summer homework - Tasks so you are prepared for the 
workshops…

Optional Star Challenge – complete a drawing from your own photo shoots if you can.
It’s important that this is all done thoroughly as this preparation work leads to all the 
workshops. 

A Level Art Summer homework

1) A detailed mind map on ideas and starting points that link to the project title ‘Dreams and 
Nightmares’.

This will be glued into your new sketchbook so present well (this should be mostly completed during 
the taster session).
2) 4 high quality photoshoots based on ideas that link to the project title ‘Dreams and Nightmares’.  On 
the taster session you will have listed some options.
The photo shoots are VERY important as you will be basing your work on these when you start A level 
Art in September.
Each photo shoot should have 15-30 shots covering different angles of your object/subject.
Make sure these are clear, thoughtful (they link to ‘Dreams and Nightmares’) and well taken.
3) Email all photoshoots to your school email. You will be printing them off the first week back.
TIP – email images in small amounts. I’d advise 5-6 at a time otherwise the emails are too large to 
send/arrive.


