
 
1. Subject- Specific Terminology 

In your exams in both English Language and English Literature you need to be able to use subject-specific 
terminology (SST) accurately when analysing a text. Below is a list of key SST along with a definition and an 
example of each. You should be able to confidently be able to recognise these in a text.   

 
 

SST Definition Example 

Adverbial phrase a phrase that functions as an adverb in a sentence. Jack will sit in silence. 

Anadiplosis a form of repetition in which the last word of one 
clause or sentence is repeated as the first word of the 
following clause or sentence. 

The general who became a slave. The 
slave who became a gladiator.   

Analogy a comparison between one thing and another, typically 
for the purpose of explanation or clarification. 

Life is a box of chocolates.  

Anaphora a rhetorical device in which a word or expression is 
repeated at the beginning of a number of sentences, 
clauses, or phrases. 

Every single day you let me down. Every 
single day you make me mad. 

Anecdote a short amusing or interesting story about a real 
incident or person. 

A politician arguing for the need for a new 
healthcare programme may tell a story of 
a young child who was not able to receive 
the healthcare she needed. 

Assonance  repetition of a vowel sound throughout a sentence. Men sell the wedding bells.  

Direct address when the writer communicates directly with the 
reader. 

Now hold on a minute. Have you ever 
actually been to the opera? 

Emotive language when a writer makes certain word choices to evoke an 
emotional response from the reader. 

An innocent bystander was murdered in 
cold blood in Downtown Chicago. 

Extended metaphor a comparison of two unlike things that continues 
throughout a text.  

In the poem ‘Valentine’ the poet 
repeatedly refers to an onion to present 
ideas about relationships.  

First person when the narrator uses ‘I’ and ‘me’ and ‘my’ to tell the 
story from their own point of view. 

Call me Ishamel.   

Hyperbole when a writer makes certain word choices to present 
something in an excessive manner (e.g. as better or 
worse than it really is). This is also known as 
exaggeration. 

I have one million things to do before 
breakfast. 

Idiom a common phrase which means something different 
from its literal meaning but can be understood because 
of its popular use. 

You hit the nail on the head. 

Imperative a command. Stop talking and open your book 
immediately. 

Juxtaposition two things being placed close together with contrasting 
effect.  

It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times. 

Metaphor a metaphor states that one thing is something else. It is 
a comparison that does not use ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

The curtain of night fell upon us. 

Onomatopoeia a word that phonetically resembles the sound of the 
thing it describes.  

Tick…tick…tick. The sound of the clock 
was all that could be heard in the waiting 
room. 

Pathetic fallacy a literary device that attributes human emotions to 
inanimate objects of nature. 

The wind howled and raged . 

Personification when an object, idea or animal is given human 
attributes.  

Her alarm clock yelled at her to get out of 
bed. 

Pun a funny phrase which plays on the double meanings of 
a word. 

‘Mine is a long and sad tale,’ said the 
mouse. 

Satire where excessive, mocking humour is applied to a 
situation in order to show it in a negative light. 

George Orwell satirises the behaviour of 
Stalin through the character of Napoleon. 

Second person the use of ‘you’. Have you ever actually been to the opera? 

Sibilance  a more specific type of alliteration that relies on the 
repetition of a ‘s’ or a ‘sh’ sound.  

A shark sliced through the water, charging 
towards the shore.  

Simile a figure of speech that directly compares two things. 
Similes differ from metaphors by highlighting the 
similarities between two things through the use of 
words such as ‘like’ and ‘as’. 

Watching the show was like watching 
grass grow. 

Third person the he/she/it/they perspective. He was known for his wisdom.  

Tricolon a list of three. She appeared angry, furious, enraged.  

 

 
 


