
       SAFEGUARDING NEWS 

Peer on Peer abuse 

In the last issue, we mentioned the growing awareness that we have in schools 

across the country around peer on peer abuse.  The children’s commissioner, Ra-

chel D’Souza, has published a really helpful guide for parents in supporting their 

children as they navigate the difficult area of potentially harmful behaviour online. 

Most children will explore the internet through innocent eyes and therefore, it is im-

portant that we take opportunities as we guide young people together, parents and 

the school alike, to make good decisions online.  Keeping yourself safe, not becom-

ing vulnerable to children telling one another ‘it is normal, everyone is doing it’ etc 

are really important. 

With these behaviours occurring online, it can be more difficult to see immediately 

what the impact may be.  Some children are receiving support  well into adulthood 

by charities across the country as they worry about what might have happened to 

the image that they shared with someone that they really trusted when they were 14 

or 15 perhaps.  For a child, those early relationships are everything, they are so 

important and they mean that children can let their guard down. 

That pressure also comes from all sides in relationships and the guide really does 

provide some useful support for parents in navigating what can be a really difficult 

area.  We hope you find it useful. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-

sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents/ 

Who is trained in the support of young 

people at Swanwick Hall School? 

• Mr S Worrall, Deputy Headteacher and 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

• Mrs H Vladimirovs, Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

• Mrs J Foulkes, Mrs K Smith, Mrs L 

Grimmer, Mrs K Watson, Mr M Lamb, 

Progress and Achievement Managers 

• Mrs A Kurcewicz, Sixth Form Learning 

Mentor 

• Mrs R Christian, Family Support 

Worker and Mrs L Piper, Youth Worker 

• Mrs K Parkin, Attendance Officer 

 

Please contact the progress and 

achievement manager/sixth form learning 

mentor as appropriate in the first instance.  

If you with to email us, please email 

enquiries@swanwickhall.ttct.co.uk and 

mark for the attention of the specific staff 

member. 

In this issue: 

•  Peer on Peer abuse (continued) 

• County Lines 

• Safeguarding Reminders 

 

Swanwick Hall School Safeguarding Newsletter 

Why the newsletter? 

This newsletter aims to re-focus minds occasionally on the key issues that are, quite rightly, important 

for the whole of our community.  It does not replace the need for us all to view the development of our 

children optimistically.  The children of our community are a credit to the school and their families, but 

there are some things that we can all look out for or support to make a positive difference to the journey 

that children will go on through school.   As is always that case, should you have any need to contact 

the school, please contact your child’s progress and achievement manager in the first instance. 
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Why is our attendance officer trained as a designated safeguarding lead? 

It is absolutely clear that the single biggest safeguarding risk that we see in terms of numbers of cases are children who 

are not in school as they should be.  There is a legal requirement for a parents to have  their children in school as much 

as possible with national absence rates running at less than 5% or approximately 9 days per year in total (covid except-

ed).  Our expectations must be at least at that level.  Of course, a child might have an exceptional illness at some point 

in their school career, or may have a long term, GP diagnosed illness that we will always take into account, But, other-

wise, we have to expect strong attendance to safeguard the future of the child in question.  If you have any questions 

about our strategy, or you need some help in ensuring that your child meets the national expectation for attendance, 

please get in touch with the progress and achievement manager in the first instance. 



Reminders 

• We need to trust our children and should do so, but that doesn't mean that there shouldn't be  sensible 

safeguards in place.  Does your household turn off its router at a reasonable hour?  Are phones charged 

away from bedrooms to ensure uninterrupted sleep? Does your child have a curfew which you maintain 

religiously?  

• Where there are issues that may affect relationships, learning, attendance, or anything at all that you feel 

relevant, please do get in touch—if we know about it, we can ensure that the appropriate responses will 

follow through in school 

• It is easy to hear that ‘X can always do this’, or ‘Y has a much later curfew’.  The reality is that we meet 

parents all day, every day, that share the same worries and concerns.  So long as your rules are fair, 

transparent and consistent, they will be fine! 

• The vast majority of children are resilient and happy throughout their life.  They will occasionally fall out 

with their friends, or they will  have a bad day, but so will most of us.  The real test of character is how 

County Lines—What should I look out 
for? 
Unfortunately, County Lines activity is growing throughout the UK.  Children are exploited to become 

involved in illegal activity around the distribution of drugs on the promise of ‘belonging’ to a group or an 

affluent lifestyle. 

Of course, this doesn't end well, with potential criminal repercussions but perhaps even more damaging 

for the long term, disaffection with family and school life.  Those behaviours really do eat into potential 

and create a negative outlook for the individual.  That short term gain can really create a long term cloud 

over a child that they find difficult to shake. 

So what might you need to look for if you suspect that your child is engaged in this type of activity? 

• Apparent affluence—where is the money coming from?  What are they buying with it?  Are they 

using far more public transport than you have funded?  How? 

• New things—children are often enticed initially by a new phone or a new jacket—listen carefully to 

the source 

• Stealing in the home.  In the short term, whilst involved in distribution, children can run up debts 

whilst they await a payment.  Are they using your money/possessions to pay for it? 

• New friendship groups, but friends that you don’t really know.  Are they associating with new people 

who seem reluctant to be seen?  Are they of other ages?  How do you know?  Where do they go and 

what do they do? 

• Coming to school too early or arriving home later?  All of sudden, do their patterns of behaviour 

change?  Are they going somewhere else on the way in or the way home? 

Of course, it is easy to leap to conclusions that are false.  They may be other reasons for any of the 

above, and they are only given to start a conversation.  The risks here are huge, but, it is also the case 

that the vast majority of children are very well behaved and they would never get involved in anything like 

I describe above.  Use the above to help you to make sure that your son or daughter doesn't too. 

Safeguarding Key Issues  

Children missing education 

Children missing from home/care 

Child sexual exploitation (within a wider  

child at risk of exploitation framework) 

Domestic violence 

Drugs 

Fabricated or induced illness 

Faith abuse 

Female Genital Mutilation 

Forced Marriage 

Gangs and Youth Violence 

Gender based violence (violence against 

women and girls—VAWG) 

Hate 

Missing children and adults 

E-safety + our digital footprint 

Mental Health 

Private fostering 

Preventing radicalisation 

Sexting 

Teenage Relationship abuse 

Trafficking 

Children and the court system 

Children with members of their family in 

prison 

County Lines 

Homelessness 

Peer-on-peer abuse 

Sexual violence and sexual harass-

ment 

Up-skirting 

 

These lists are never exhaustive.  What 

matters most is how we ensure that we 

remain collectively and individually fo-

cused on ensuring that those risks don’t 

impact on those children in our care. 

In the next edition... 

Gangs and Youth Violence 

 


