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21st January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Happy New Year for 2022, as we enter Swanwick Hall School’s centenary year. The new term is already in full 
swing and two weeks have flown by. We now have a confirmed date for moving into the new block, 14th March, 
so just 6 school weeks away now. The external scaffolding has been removed and the cladding finished so we 
now have a real sense of just how imposing and impressive ‘The Centenary Building’ will be and how well it 
fits into the site. 

Students have returned with an excellent approach to learning and have already accumulated nearly 25 000 
ClassCharts points between them, with every year group well over 90% positive ratio. It is two years since we 
started using ClassCharts and over half a million points have been awarded, with  88 students over the 1 000 
point threshold. 

Year 13 have taken their mock exams this week, following Year 11 before Christmas. There are some excellent 
results from Year 11 students and we look forward to seeing similar from Year 13. We will continue to do all 
that we can to support students’ progress towards this summer’s exams and will be writing directly to parents 
and carers of students in those year groups in the near future to outline details. 

We are grateful for students’ cooperation with the amended guidelines recommending the temporary wearing 
of face masks in lessons and their continued use in communal areas until Thursday 27th January. We are all 
pleased to see the restrictions lifting as rates drop, but also aware that these rates remain high. We have 
identified a number of measures to ensure continuity of education for all students and fortunately have not 
yet needed to implement most of them. Nevertheless, we remain vigilant to the risk of infection and the 
potential for this to impact a local community such as a school. We continue to have contingency plans in 
place for any disruption caused by a local outbreak, including posting every lesson onto Teams each day which 
all students can access. We will continue to encourage good hand hygiene, ventilation and twice weekly testing 
via lateral flow devices. 

As we start the long-awaited return to a more normal society and routines, it is important that we continue 
to reinforce strong habits which underpin students’ learning and progress. Attendance and punctuality are 
crucial aspects of this, and our expectation remains that over time students will achieve attendance of 96% or 
higher. Likewise, our expected arrival time is through the gates by 8.55 a.m. Some students’ habits have 
lapsed, but we ask that parents and carers ensure that children are out of the house in good time to arrive 
punctually. Students who are unable to manage this will make up double time at the end of the school day. 

Alongside this, we have a very clear uniform code and it is important that all students adhere to this each day. 
Our uniform represents our values as a school and wearing it correctly signifies that students are committed 
to behaving in accordance with those values. Please check that students are in correct uniform and have the 
required equipment before leaving home and do not have any non-uniform items with them. If your child has 
a uniform issue on a particular day, please phone the relevant Progress and Achievement Manager to let us 
know. We have uniform items that we are able to lend to students each day to ensure that all students are in 
full uniform, and can support with provision of uniform if you are unable to provide it. There is a full list of 
uniform and equipment on the website, along with details of items which are not allowed. Please be aware 
that non-uniform items or phones may be confiscated, and on the second instance we will ask a parent or 
carer to collect from school. 

We have a very exciting year ahead of us at Swanwick Hall School and we are delighted with the excellent 
engagement of the vast majority of students on a day-to-day basis. If you have any queries or concerns, please 
contact the relevant Progress and Achievement Manager in the first instance. 

Best wishes 

Jonathan Fawcett 

Headteacher 
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