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22nd October 2021 

 

Parents/Carers of Swanwick Hall School students 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As the leaves around our beautiful school site begin to fall from the trees and the evenings are darker, it 

marks the end of our first half term of the new academic year. A first half term where students have been 

able to move around the site, benefit from learning facilities across the curriculum, access the library on a 

daily basis, use the full service of the dining room and take part in extra-curricular clubs, trips and sporting 

fixtures.  

 

Whether they be attending homework club after school, playing chess in the library, taking part in a music 

club at lunchtime, going to a sports club after school, representing the year group in a netball or football 

match, the area cross country championships where our students excelled, or visiting Oxford University as 

a group of Year 11 and 12 students did this week, it has been great to see students once again able to 

engage in activities beyond the classroom. 

 

It has certainly been good to put the difficult days of the past eighteen months behind us and we have 

been delighted by the response of our students. This term has inevitably involved quite a bit of re-

induction into former routines and some new ones too. Through our Framework for Consistency and 

Collegiality we have made clear expectations to students of their behaviours and engagement with 

learning from the moment they arrive in the morning right throughout the day. The fact that we have 

given out nearly 60 000 positive ClassCharts points with a positive ratio close to 95% speaks volumes 

about students’ engagement and focus.  

 

I have had the pleasure of showing a lot of Year 6 students and their parents and carers around school in 

the last few weeks. Our visitors have been impressed by the calm and focused learning environment in 

lessons and the quality of work, as indeed have I. We were pleased to be able to hold our Open Evening 

again this year and grateful to the many students who gave up their time to support us in sharing our 

work with the many visitors.  

 



 

The new block is progressing well and is scheduled for completion by February half term. Whilst this is 

slightly later than the original plan, we are grateful to B&K for their continued hard work in challenging 

circumstances for the construction industry. We have had our first visit inside the building and it will be a 

superb learning space for our students, housing nine English classrooms downstairs and nine for maths 

upstairs, as well as a number of offices and toilets. The opening of this new block will mark the start of 

Swanwick Hall’s centenary celebrations. Once this project is completed we will embark on a further 

investment of half a million pounds in the refurbishment of other classrooms, installation of the latest 

generation touchscreen classroom smartboards and upgrades to our Wi-Fi system and a range of other IT 

facilities and equipment.  

 

These developments to our site and infrastructure will provide an excellent kickstart to our centenary 

year. Swanwick Hall School was officially opened on 15th September 1922, and we will be sharing details 

of our plans to celebrate this special landmark in due course. 

 

Thank you to the several hundred of you, parents, carers and students, who have responded to our 

consultation on the school uniform. The consultation closes at midnight on Sunday 31st October, so this is 

a final call for those of you who haven’t yet completed the online response form on our website. Once we 

have closed the survey, we will analyse and discuss the feedback, formulate proposals which we will 

discuss with governors on Monday 6th December and then confirm the uniform for next September to 

parents, carers and students before our deadline of the end of the autumn term. 

 

Please remember that Monday 1st November is an INSET day for staff, so students return from half term 

at the usual time on Tuesday 2nd November. In the meantime, thank you again for your support during 

this half term. We hope that you and our students have an enjoyable and restful half term so that they 

can return refreshed and ready for a further period of excellent engagement and progress. 

 

These are exciting times for Swanwick Hall School as we embed new routines to support students’ 

engagement, progress and wellbeing and develop our beautiful site even further to enhance learning 

opportunities.  

 

Best wishes 

 
Jonathan Fawcett 
Headteacher  
 


