
       SAFEGUARDING NEWS 

Peer on Peer abuse 

Most of our children make fantastic decisions every day  to ensure that they are 

safe.  However, we do see students  occasionally who haven't made the best deci-

sions in either keeping themselves or others safe. 

In their teens, children are often inquisitive around sex and discussion around that, 

particularly in families, should be encouraged.  As difficult or awkward as that may 

seem, the discussion, particularly around the importance of healthy relationships 

preceding sex, can often support young people to make better decisions as to how 

they view and treat those they are attracted to. 

In the summer, we all heard some incredibly alarming statistics around how children 

can sexualise one another, how they can make inappropriate decisions around 

touching and they ways in which they communicate with one another  and how they 

can become involved in sexting. 

Sexting is a significant and growing issue amongst young people, often involving 

the photography of intimate parts of a child’s anatomy and that then being sent to 

others.  Recent national attention around it has talked about how ‘normal’ that be-

haviour has become in some groups even.  Where we have been made aware of 

the issue, we have been concerned about the ways in which some children don’t 

understand that  even if there face isn't in the image, that doesn't mean that their 

profile/reputation is safe, or indeed that the image may not be shared well into the 

future.  The impact of that on a young person can be significant.. 

In school, we will periodically remind young people about how they can protect 

themselves, and we can only encourage households to have those same conversa-

tions wherever it is appropriate to do so. 

Together, we will keep our young people safe and protected; on a recent training 

event, one of the speakers said that the biggest safeguarding risk that a child can 

face can be, for some children, their own decision making.  Any opportunity we get 

to educate them about the decisions that they make in the future should be one we 

take.  

Who is trained in the support of young 

people at Swanwick Hall School? 

• Mr S Worrall, Deputy Headteacher and 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

• Mrs H Vladimirovs, Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

• Mrs J Foulkes, Mrs K Smith, Mrs L 

Grimmer, Mrs K Watson, Mr M Lamb, 

Progress and Achievement Managers 

• Mrs A Kurcewicz, Sixth Form Learning 

Mentor 

• Mrs R Christian, Family Support 

Worker and Mrs L Piper, Youth Worker 

• Mrs K Parkin, Attendance Officer 

 

Please contact the progress and 

achievement manager /sixth form learning 

mentor as appropriate in the first instance.  

If you with to email us, please email 

enquiries@swanwickhall.ttct.co.uk and 

mark for the attention of the specific staff 

member. 

In this issue: 

•  Peer on Peer abuse 

• Online Safety 

• Safeguarding reminders 

 

Swanwick Hall School Safeguarding Newsletter 

Why the newsletter? 

This newsletter aims to re-focus minds occasionally on the key issues that are, quite rightly, important 

for the whole of our community.  It does not replace the need for us all to view the development of our 

children optimistically.  The children of our community are a credit to the school and their families, but 

there are some things that we can all look out for or support to make a positive difference to the journey 

that children will go on through school.   As is always that case, should you have any need to contact 

the school, please contact your child’s progress and achievement manager in the first instance. 
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Family Support Workers—what do they do?   

At Swanwick Hall School, we work with a very talented Family Support Worker, Mrs Rachel Christian.  Her 

role in school is to support families to remove barriers to learning and when they face wider difficulties too.  

That role is intended to be both positive and supportive, ensuring that families are able to work with the 

school to make the best of the life chances that time in school provides.  Referral to Rachel will happen 

through Progress and Achievement Managers when they identify a need, so should there be a developing 

issue in your family where you feel some additional, external support may be of benefit, please get in 

touch.  We evaluate all cases on a needs basis and Rachel will always support as far as she can. 



Reminders 

• We need to trust our children and should do so, but that doesn't mean that there shouldn't be  sensible 

safeguards in place.  Does your household turn off its router at a reasonable hour?  Are phones charged 

away from bedrooms to ensure uninterrupted sleep? Does your child have a curfew which you maintain 

religiously?  

• Where there are issues that may affect relationships, learning, attendance, or anything at all that you feel 

relevant, please do get in touch—if we know about it, we can ensure that the appropriate responses will 

follow through in school 

• It is easy to hear that ‘X can always do this’, or ‘Y has a much later curfew’.  The reality is that we meet 

parents all day, every day, that share the same worries and concerns.  So long as your rules are fair, 

transparent and consistent, they will be fine! 

• The vast majority of children are resilient and happy throughout their life.  They will occasionally fall out 

with their friends, or they will  have a bad day, but so will most of us.  The real test of character is how 

E-Safety and our digital footprint 
The online world is a fantastic place for us to share our joy, to  learn from one another and to find our 

more about the rich cultures of the world.  However, it can also be quite harmful. 

Christine Carter published an article in 2018 entitled ‘Three risks of too much screen time for kids’ in 

which she clearly describes those three issues and perhaps most importantly, the  ‘antidote; 

 - More screen time means more time alone—obvious perhaps, but excessive time online necessarily 

reduces social interaction and the development of those all-important life skills that come with that. 

 - Social media and materialism go hand in hand—social media is full of ‘look what I have’, or ‘look what I 

have done’.  Some might say that it is great that these people are proud of their achievements, they are 

establishing a  benchmark, but what they also do is create an expectation around behaviour , and maybe 

that expectation isn't always appropriate, or indeed something that should be aspired to. 

 - Social media invites insecurity and comparison—linked to the above, in constantly looking over the 

fence at what everyone else is doing or has bought, do children take enough time to reflect on what they 

have achieved and value it for what it is. 

She completes the article with what may seem an obvious conclusion; the antidote is clearly actual 

healthy face to face interaction.  In that comes some really sensible safeguards; you know who you are 

talking to and that friendship is more likely to have longer term depth to iit. 

As always, we would encourage parents to follow sensible safeguards around online behaviour. Firstly, 

pay close attention to minimum age requirements for young people on social media.  Secondly, talk to 

your children about what a friendship truly is; social media acquaintances might be friendly, but that is a 

different thing and they should be viewed with caution.  Overall, as adults, I would urge you to think about 

the messages of stranger danger from your youth and apply them online.  Not being able to see the 

people that they are talking to online gives young people a misplaced confidence that we need to 

encourage them to  not accept. 

If you have any questions about how you might make decisions around social media usage for your 

children, please get in touch with your progress and achievement manager or take a look at the NSPCC 

website which carries really useful advice for parents. 

 

Safeguarding Key Issues  

Children missing education 

Children missing from home/care 

Child sexual exploitation (within a wider  

child at risk of exploitation framework) 

Domestic violence 

Drugs 

Fabricated or induced illness 

Faith abuse 

Female Genital Mutilation 

Forced Marriage 

Gangs and Youth Violence 

Gender based violence (violence against 

women and girls—VAWG) 

Hate 

Missing children and adults 

E-safety + our digital footprint 

Mental Health 

Private fostering 

Preventing radicalisation 

Sexting 

Teenage Relationship abuse 

Trafficking 

Children and the court system 

Children with members of their family in 

prison 

County Lines 

Homelessness 

Peer-on-peer abuse 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment 

Up-skirting 

 

These lists are never exhaustive.  What 

matters most is how we ensure that we 

remain collectively and individually fo-

cused on ensuring that those risks don’t 

impact on those children in our care. 

In the next edition... 

County Lines: What should I look out for? 

 


