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Who are we?What is religion?
Jesus and 
Christianity
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Spirituality and Art
What do Sikhs
believe?
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What do Muslims believe?Is death the end?

Are we entitled to our beliefs? Judaism and the Holocaust
Ethics and Morality

G
o

o
d

 a
n

d
 E

vi
l

P
ra

ct
ic

es
: 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

it
y

Beliefs and Teachings: Christianity

Thematic Studies: Christianity Beliefs and Teachings:
Buddhism
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Revision Thematic Studies: Buddhism

Students will have chance to revise at 
the end of the year but will have 
revisited the course elements 
throughout.

Thematic studies in GCSE means that students have to apply 
their knowledge of beliefs and teachings to four themes. 
These are both ethical and philosophical themes. 

GCSE Religious studies incorporates all skills developed at KS3. When covering 
beliefs and teachings in Christianity and Buddhism students will know what 
Christians and Buddhists believe and why they act in specific ways. Students will 
apply specific teachings and beliefs to actions and explain how they influence 
followers. Practice exam style questions will be completed throughout.

Ethics and Morality delves into 
different beliefs on some 
controversial topics we live amongst. 
Students will explore their own 
thoughts then apply those of religion.

Another unit that promotes 
philosophical thought and 
critical thinking. Students have 
to consider what a belief is and 
what you are entitled to do with 
your beliefs. They will then 
consider some general beliefs in 
God, particularly within 
Christianity.

This scheme of work allows students to 
consider the differences between good and 
evil in the world and the explanations for evil 
and suffering. It is a philosophical unit that 
incorporates Christian explanations to the 
problem of evil.

Judaism and the Holocaust will initially 
focus on Jewish beliefs and Jewish 
lives. This will then progress into how 
Jewish lives changed due to WWII and 
the holocaust. 

This unit of work will focus 
on explanations of the 
afterlife from different 
world religions, including the 
main six. Students will 
engage in discussions about 
what they think about the 
explanations and compare 
the different accounts.

Here we will look at key 
beliefs with Islam. 
Students will have the 
opportunity to explore 
how Muslims live their 
lives and practice their 
religion. A key focus in 
this unit is Hajj, the 
Muslim pilgrimage.

The focus of this work 
will explore the different 
responses from religion 
about peace and conflict. 
Students will have an 
opportunity to apply 
beliefs to current events 
to see how religion has 
an impact.

Here we look at key beliefs within Sikhism following 
the Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus. To begin with we 
discuss and gain knowledge of beliefs and practices. 
This then feeds into how being a Sikh can impact lives. 
We will apply beliefs and practices to relevant events 
and day to day occurrences to discover how Sikhs can 
live.

Religion, Art and Spirituality is a unit of 
work that also develops on philosophical 
thoughts. Students look at different ways 
religion can be expressed and have a go at 
showing their own expressions.

Continuing 
with the 
philosophical 
theme 
covered 
throughout 
year 7, the 
focus of this 
scheme of 
work are the 
different 
explanations 
for the 
origins of the 
universe. 
Students will 
have the 
opportunity 
to explore 
the 
differences 
from religion 
and science 
and compare 
them.

From looking at who we are, we move on to 
the focus of who Jesus is. Students will be 
able to demonstrate their thoughts and 
ideas from the previous unit to develop a 
good understanding about why Jesus was a 
leader.  This scheme of work will 
concentrate on core Christian beliefs.

This is an opportunity for 
students to think 
philosophically. They can 
explore what makes us 
human and different. 

What is religion? By answering this question 
students get the opportunity to navigate their way 
through the development of religions. They will be 
able to see where rites of passage and key events 
fit into religions and what religion provides for 
people.



RE Statement of Intent

The overarching concepts for Religious Education at Swanwick Hall School are:
• Asking Big Questions – communicating effectively and listening to 

others
• Personal Growth – developing compassion and empathy

• Respect – showing understanding and interest in the beliefs, 
opinions and cultures of others

• Morality – understanding right from wrong, investigating rules and 
boundaries

• Courageous Advocacy – challenging injustice and standing up for the 
rights of others

RE is a vital subject that enables students to develop their values, their beliefs 
and explore the reasons for their behaviour.

It provides a point of reflection and thought in a world where students are 
bombarded with information that is hard to digest and make sense of.

It ensures that students are aware and respectful of diversity and thus upholds 
directly two of SHS Values of inclusivity and respect.

The SMSC education of the students, whilst embedded across the whole 
curriculum, is significantly addressed through RE lessons.

RE provides an environment for students to debate and consider how their 
actions impact on others, this in turn fosters empathy and contributes to the 

literacy of the students.

Impact
By the end of Key Stage 3 students will be familiar with the key concepts of 
Christianity as the major world religious tradition of Great Britain, as well as 
the other major world religions of Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism. They will 

also understand the Humanist tradition and be able to compare and contrast 
the key ideas found in these worldviews.

Students will be able to describe a range of religious concepts including the 
reincarnation, resurrection, the concept of God and the Christian Trinity.

Students will understand the significance of religious rules such as The Ten 
Commandments and The Five Pillars of Islam and their lasting importance in 

contemporary society. 
Students will develop confidence in becoming courageous advocates, 
challenging injustice and suffering in the world and through personal 

experience, foster empathy and tolerance within a diverse world. This will be 
approached through using the examples of religious leaders and philosophers 

whilst considering their inspiration.
Throughout RE the teaching of the Golden Rule (which is upheld by all 

religions) and other religious stories and parables will instil and reinforce the 
qualities of kindness and tolerance and support the need for equality for all.

Students will engage in meaningful debate about the big questions in life and 
also consider moral dilemmas that are faced by people in everyday life, this 

will help to prepare them for adulthood and future situations.


